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The rise of international organizations should
be attributed first and foremost to increasing interdependence
among nations, particularly since the 19th century,

This interdependence, which is particularly evident
in the economic sphere, has led to awareness among
policy—makers that international cooperation is essential
for achieving national objectives and carrying out functions
beyond the reach of their national resources.

Thus, for instance, space programs dre too costly
to be borne by almost any single country, and states
are compelled to join forces, through international

organizations, in order to conduct such operations.
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In a remote part of Sweden surrounded by mountains,
valleys and thick forests, the community of Alvdalen is
desperately attempting to preserve its unique heritage,

Up until the mid—20th century, the town of some
1,800 inhabitants spoke a language called Elfdalian,
believed to be the closest descendant of Old Norse,
the language of the Vikings.

The beautiful and complex tongue remained preserved
throughout the centuries because of the area's natural isolation.

Like other isolated regions of the world, however,
the arrival of greater mobility and mass media began
to overcome the natural barriers that had guarded Alvdalen
from change for centuries,

The ancient language of Elfdalian began to give
way to modern Swedish,

According to the most recent estimates, fewer than
2,500 people speak Elfdalian, and less than 60 children

under the age of 15 are fluent in it.
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Dear Mr. Ralph, As you know, my son David is a
stomach ulcer patient of yours and he is in treatment
under your supervision,
In the previous checkup last week, you strictly
ordered that no matter what the situation is, we are
not allowed to take him outside the hospital,
| am here to talk about that.
Yesterday my mother passed away.
She was a lovely person and David was very close to her,
She lives in Australia and we have to go there for the
funeral and David is insisting on going with us,
| told him that you have told us not to take him anywhere
but he is a tough little kid and he won't listen to you.
We simply don't have enough potential to deal with
his stubbornness in this difficult time,
So, | want to see if you can allow him to travel
with us for three days.
| hope you will understand the situation and will think
of some way to allow David to go with us.
| am waiting for your reply.

Yours sincerely, George Kinsle,
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My grandpa finished his own breakfast, picked a quick
basket of raspberries, and took off for the lower place
to check on the livestock and then for town.

He said he'd be back for dinner.

Grandma and | put our bowls in the sink and | asked,
"What do we do this morning?" That was every morning's
guestion after breakfast at the farm,

Work came first and began right after breakfast.

But today when | asked, Grandma's response was
one I'd never heard.

She sat down, put both hands flat on the kitchen table,
smiled big, and said, "Whatever we want."

| looked at her and knew she meant it!

She explained that she'd already gathered the eggs
and fed the hogs.

"We'll have to milk this evening, of course,

But till then," she said, "you and I'll have ourselves

a gentle day."




